








© 2011 by the Ludwig von Mises Institute and published under the 
Creative Commons Attribution License 3.0.
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Ludwig von Mises Institute 
518 West Magnolia Avenue 
Auburn, Alabama 36832

mises.org

ISBN: 978-1-61016-194-7



Private Miracles� v

Contents

Preface .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   ix

Private Miracles
It’s a Jetsons World.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            1

Ditch the Planners .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            5

A Political Theory of Geeks and Wonks .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  11

Scavengers of the Physical Universe.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 15

A Society of Mutual Benefactors .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  19

Obama on Auto-Defrosting Refrigerators.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              23

It’s a Broadband Life.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         29

The First Truly Literate Generation .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  33

The People on the Move.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       37

There’s No Such Thing as Homemade Ice Cream.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         41

Commodify My Grass, and Everything Else.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  45

The Peaceful Resistance.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       49

Free Association, Peace, and Plenty
The Olive Bar, the State, and Rule Ambiguity.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  53

Repeal the Drinking Age.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       57

Meet My Benefactor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         63

v



The Permanent Thing Called Cereal .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                67

Homesteading for Fun and Survival.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 71

In Defense of Indifference.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      77

Three Cheers for “Petty” Concerns.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 83

In Praise of the Tourist Trap.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     87

What Lawnmowers Can Teach Us .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  91

Tortillas: The Promise and the Tragedy .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  95

Rebecca Black’s “Friday”: A Libertarian Allegory.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         99

America’s Underground.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       103

In Praise of Lard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           107

In Praise of McCafe .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   109

Work for Free
Work for Free.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             111

Halloween and Its Candy Economy.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 115

A Market for Criminal Skills.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     123

The Debt We Owe to Trade.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     127

The End of the U.S. Piano Industry.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .131

Should There Be Shop-Closing Laws?.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               135

The Miser Hurts No One but Herself.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                141

What’s a Job Good For?.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       145

The Economics of Happy Feet .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   151

When Capital Is Nowhere in View.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   157

vi� It’s a Jetsons World / Tucker



Can Ideas Be Owned?
Our Miracle of Pentecost.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .163

The Socialism of Agri-Patents.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    167

Why Religious People Struggle with Economics .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   171

Ideas, Free and Unfree.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        177

A Movie That Gets It Right .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     217

Public Crimes
All Laws Have Teeth.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         223

Hazlitt and the Great Depression .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  229

The Decivilizing Effects of Government .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   235

Does Favoring Free Enterprise Mean Favoring “Business”? .  .   .   247

Black Pigs and Free Enterprise .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   253

Free Bernie Madoff.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          257

Tangled as Political Allegory.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     261

I’m Part of the Problem .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   265

The Myth of the Voluntary Military.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 269

Three More Attacks on Civilization.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 275

Why Everything Is Dirtier.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      279

The Attempted Militarization of the Jetsons.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   285

Index.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   291

Contents� vii



viii� It’s a Jetsons World / Tucker



Private Miracles� ix

Preface

ONE MORNING I WAS reading about how in the past many 
thousands of people died from scurvy, and solely because trav-
elers on the high seas had such limited access to fruit and vita-

min C. Scurvy was documented in the ancient world, and, in the 300 
years after 1500, may have killed as many as two million sailors. The fear 
of scurvy has been one of millions of terrifying fears that have consumed 
the human psyche for all of human history until very recently. Now we 
know and care nearly nothing about it. 

That same morning, I visited a hotel breakfast buffet and there was 
a display of seemingly unlimited fruit and juice available for everyone, 
fruit of all types and from all over the world. They were in large carafes 
with no limit on how much people could pour. My eyes popped out in 
amazement and I stood thinking of the miracle and its implications, even 
as everyone else poured up glass after glass of whatever they wanted from 
the juice bar. I’m quite sure that no one thought anything of it. 

What’s more, should I find myself with a hankering for fruit wher-
ever I might be traveling, I can pull out my digital device and search 
for a local store. The navigation tools can get me there from wherever I 
happen to be. When I get there, I can compare prices with all the other 
stores to make sure that I get the best deal, and then initiate a video call 
anywhere in the world and talk about how great the orange I just ate was. 
Then I can quickly discover the nutritional properties with a search, and 
even make a video of my feast and post it with a wireless device and that 
video can be hosted on an external site in minutes, to be watched by all 
my friends when I link it on a Facebook account—again from a wireless 
device in my hand—and then this same video can become oddly popular 
and elicit a million views over the course of a few days. The whole thing 
is new. None of this would have been possible even five years ago or even 
twelve months ago. 
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