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About the Author
David Mercer was born in August 1976 in Harare, Zimbabwe. As he always had a
strong interest in science, he came into regular contact with computers at the
university where he graduated cum laude with majors in applied math and math
(although he minored in computer science).
As a programmer and professional writer who has been writing both code and books
for about ten years, he has worked on a number of well known titles, in various
capacities, on a wide variety of topics. His books have been translated into over nine
different languages to date.
David believes that everyone should be able to benefit from the vast potential of the
Internet. He founded Site prebuilder (http://www.siteprebuilder.com) to provide
education and services to reduce the barrier to entry for Internet newcomers. The aim
of Site prebuilder is to empower ordinary, non-techie people with the knowledge and
skill required to run any website efficiently.
When he isn't working, which isn't that often, he enjoys playing the guitar (generally
on stage and unrehearsed) and getting involved in outdoor activities ranging from
touch rugby and golf to water skiing and snowboarding.
It is necessary to first thank the Packt team for making this possible, along with
Diliny Corlosquet who did the review. In addition, my ever supportive family was
always at hand to provide a change of pace and scenery that enabled me to work
with greater effort throughout. Finally, I would like to thank my readers. The
success of the first few editions of this book has made it possible (and necessary)
to sit down and update it on a regular basis. I hope it does its job well.
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About the Reviewer
Diliny Corlosquet is a freelance web developer who was introduced to Drupal by the
vibrant community in Ireland back in 2006. Having attended several DrupalCamps and
DrupalCons, she keeps up-to-date with the latest and greatest in the Drupal community
and maintains several Drupal websites. She now lives in Boston, Massachusetts, with
her Drupalite husband of RDF/Semantic web fame, Stéphane, and their dog Maya.
I would like to thank my husband for his constant encouragement and commitment
to Drupal as a whole, without whom I would never have become so involved!
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Preface
The Internet is a magical place where any type of media and information can be
accessed any time, day or night. Online medical diagnosis websites pander to every
whim of the world's hypochondriacs, while media sites stream endless clips of the
latest celebrity meltdowns. It's a huge and wildly variable place, which is great… if
you're only browsing.
The second you take it upon yourself to contribute to this melee of information, the
magic has a tendency to be replaced by cold, hard reality. It's no longer sufficient to
learn how to create a "Hello world" web page by hand. Those days are gone, and noone is interested anymore.
Today, no matter who you are, you have to worry about things like SEO, sessions,
hackers, RSS, DNS, Flash, Analytics, bots, and thousands of other things, all at once.
Things have become so complex that it's simply not possible to do this as an individual
anymore. More to the point, why would you want to?
What's important is that you can achieve whatever you want without ever having to
learn the fundamentals of session state management or OOP, for example. This is
where Drupal comes in. Thousands of developers work in, on, and around the Drupal
project to provide a platform that is cutting edge and does its job "under the hood".
Your job is to take Drupal and turn it into what you need in order to meet your goals—
regardless of what they are. Sure, you'll need to become knowledgeable about some
things, and you'll have to invest a bit of your time learning the ropes, but that isn't a
very high price to pay for what you get.
Learning new concepts, techniques, and technologies can be frustrating—believe me, I
know. That's why this book contains everything I would want to know about Drupal, if
I was starting out again. It has a focus on practical, real world information that will
turn you into an adaptable and competent Drupal 7 webmaster.
What you do with your newfound knowledge and experience after that is entirely up to
you. The sky is the limit!
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What this book covers
Chapter 1, Introduction to Drupal introduces you to the world of Drupal and looks at
where Drupal comes from, where it's going, and what it can offer you. It then deals
with how to get everything you need up and running on a development machine and
also briefly looks at how all the requisite technologies gel together to produce a
working Drupal site.
Once everything is up and running, and after looking over some of the more common
installation problems, the chapter presents a brief tour of Drupal in order to give you
an idea of what to expect in the coming chapters.
Chapter 2, Basic Functionality sees us adding important functionality to the newly
created site. The focus of this chapter is on modules and blocks and how to add and
enable them, and how to obtain modules that are not a part of the core distribution.
Given that menus are closely associated with a site's functionality, these are also
covered here.
Chapter 3, Configuration and Reports looks at the most general settings that all Drupal
administrators need to contend with. Everything from specifying your site's name and
dealing with filesystem settings to proper utilization of logs and reports gets treated
here.
Chapter 4, Users and Access Control concerns itself with the best ways to implement a
sound access control policy. Drupal has a sophisticated role-based access control
system, which is fundamentally important for handling users properly. This chapter
will give you the information you need to implement whatever access controls your
site requires.
Chapter 5, Basic Content gets to the heart of the matter by beginning the book's
coverage on content. Working with content, what content types are available,
administering content, and even a discourse on some of the more common contentrelated modules serve as a basis for moving to more advanced content-related matters
that follow in the next chapter.
Chapter 6, Advanced Content gives you the edge when it comes to creating engaging,
dynamic content. In particular, Drupal 7's new field paradigm is discussed along with
content types, taxonomy, and formatting.
Chapter 7, Multimedia embraces the trend towards rich, visually appealing websites.
Given the increasing availability of broadband Internet, it is only fitting that a full
chapter be devoted to learning how Drupal's various core and contributed modules
support different media.
Chapter 8, Views is dedicated to arguably the most important topic of all. By mastering
Views, Drupal webmasters can manipulate and organize their content in a way that no
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other platform can. This chapter shows not only how to create new basic and advanced
Views, but also how to theme and manipulate them.
Chapter 9, Drupal Theming gives you a run down of how attractive, functional
interfaces are created in Drupal through the use of themes. As well as discussing
briefly some of the considerations that must be taken into account when planning your
website, it shows how to make important modifications to your chosen theme, through
the use of sub-themes.
Chapter 10, Advanced Features adds the icing on the cake by looking at a host of more
advanced topics. From better and more complex theming issues, to creating a real
world application by integrating several different features and technologies, this
chapter gives readers their first look at how Drupal makes building genuinely worldclass websites possible.
Chapter 11, Deployment and Management takes a pragmatic look at the type of tasks
in which you will need to be proficient in order to successfully run and maintain a
Drupal site. Whether it's considering what type of hosting service to use, or how to
enhance a site's SEO, everything you need to do throughout the course of operating a
live website is covered.
It also discusses the all-important topic of deployment. Because all major work should
be done on a development website, this chapter presents a sound process for taking the
finished product and making it available for public consumption on a live server.
Appendix looks at the JavaScript features that come as standard with Drupal using the
jQuery package. By demonstrating how to incorporate jQuery effects and features into
content, readers will be able to add that special something to their pages.
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What you need for this book
You need to have the following:
XAMPP (PHP, Apache, and MySQL)
Drupal 7
Internet connection (Online quizzes and exercises for this book are available at
Site prebuilder—http://www.siteprebuilder.com)
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Who this book is for
This book is for people with little to no experience in using Drupal. People who are
not familiar with PHP, MySQL, or HTML will also be able to use the book.
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Conventions
In this book, you will find a number of styles of text that distinguish between different
kinds of information. Here are some examples of these styles, and an explanation of
their meaning.
Code words in text are shown as follows: "It may be more expedient to create a
directory, say drupal_downloads, to save these files to."
A block of code is set as follows:
h1, h2, h3, h4, h5, h6 {
margin: 0;
padding: 0;
font-weight: normal;
font-family: Helvetica, Arial, sans-serif;
}

When we wish to draw your attention to a particular part of a code block, the relevant
lines or items are set in bold:
h1, h2, h3, h4, h5, h6 {
margin: 0;
padding: 0;
font-weight: normal;
font-family: Helvetica, Arial, sans-serif;
}

New terms and important words are shown in bold. Words that you see on the
screen, in menus or dialog boxes for example, appear in the text like this: "click on the
Run cron link".

Note
Warnings or important notes appear in a box like this.

Tip
Tips and tricks appear like this.
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Reader feedback
Feedback from our readers is always welcome. Let us know what you think about this
book—what you liked or may have disliked. Reader feedback is important for us to
develop titles that you really get the most out of.
To send us general feedback, simply send an e-mail to <feedback@packtpub.com>,
and mention the book title via the subject of your message.
If there is a book that you need and would like to see us publish, please send us a note
in the SUGGEST A TITLE form on www.packtpub.com or e-mail
<suggest@packtpub.com>.
If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you are interested in either writing or
contributing to a book on, see our author guide on www.packtpub.com/authors.
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Customer support
Now that you are the proud owner of a Packt book, we have a number of things to help
you to get the most from your purchase.

Errata
Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our content, mistakes do
happen. If you find a mistake in one of our books—maybe a mistake in the text or the
code—we would be grateful if you would report this to us. By doing so, you can save
other readers from frustration and help us improve subsequent versions of this book.
If you find any errata, please report them by visiting
http://www.packtpub.com/support, selecting your book, clicking on the errata
submission form link, and entering the details of your errata. Once your errata are
verified, your submission will be accepted and the errata will be uploaded on our
website, or added to any list of existing errata, under the Errata section of that title.
Any existing errata can be viewed by selecting your title from
http://www.packtpub.com/support.

Piracy
Piracy of copyright material on the Internet is an ongoing problem across all media. At
Packt, we take the protection of our copyright and licenses very seriously. If you come
across any illegal copies of our works, in any form, on the Internet, please provide us
with the location address or website name immediately so that we can pursue a
remedy.
Please contact us at <copyright@packtpub.com> with a link to the suspected
pirated material.
We appreciate your help in protecting our authors, and our ability to bring you
valuable content.

Questions
You can contact us at <questions@packtpub.com> if you are having a problem
with any aspect of the book, and we will do our best to address it.
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