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Preface
Back	in	the	early	days	of	WordPress,	the	platform	was	mainly	used	to	create	and	run
blogs.	Soon	plugins	became	available	to	add	functionality	to	the	platform.	A	couple	of
e-commerce	plugins	became	available	as	well.	However,	often	they	were	incomplete
or	buggy.

In	2011,	the	WooCommerce	plugin	became	available	on	the	market,	developed	by	the
popular	creators	of	Woothemes.com,	where	you	can	buy	premium	WordPress	themes.
WooCommerce	was	an	instant	hit	and	reached	over	ten	thousand	downloads	in	the	first
couple	of	weeks.	A	few	years	later,	the	plugin	was	downloaded	almost	1.4	million
times	and	it	received	a	complete	makeover	during	2013	with	the	release	of
WooCommerce	2.0.	Meanwhile,	the	solution	has	become	mature	and	is	even	used	for
larger	online	stores.

The	reason	that	the	plugin	became	so	popular	is	that	it	is	so	easy	to	use.	Millions	of
people	were	already	using	WordPress	for	their	blogs	and	websites	and	were	looking
for	an	easy	way	to	be	able	to	sell	products	and	services	directly	on	their	own	website.
WooCommerce	made	this	possible	for	all	of	us.

This	book	will	explain	you	how	to	set	up	WooCommerce,	create	products,	and	use
payment	and	shipping	methods.	You	will	work	with	themes	and	add	plugins	to	expand
the	functionality	of	WooCommerce.	It	will	teach	you	how	to	create	and	run	your	own
online	store	in	a	very	easy,	straightforward	manner.

It's	time	to	get	started!
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What	this	book	covers
Chapter	1,	Setting	Up	WooCommerce,	shows	you	how	to	set	up	a	test	environment	and
install	WooCommerce.	After	that,	you'll	learn	how	to	set	up	WooCommerce	and	work
with	taxes.

Chapter	2,	Creating	Your	First	Products,	helps	you	create	your	very	first	products.
You'll	learn	what	the	minimum	steps	are	to	get	your	products	available	and	be	able	to
start	selling	them.

Chapter	3,	Using	Downloadable	Products	and	Variations,	offers	various	other
possibilities	when	creating	products.	In	this	chapter,	you'll	create	downloadable
products,	learn	how	to	work	with	attributes,	and	create	variable	products.

Chapter	4,	Payments,	Shipping,	and	Coupons,	shows	you	how	to	set	up	payment	and
shipping	methods	for	your	store.	You	will	also	learn	how	to	use	discount	coupon	codes
for	marketing	purposes.

Chapter	5,	Working	with	WooCommerce	Themes,	shows	you	what	you	need	to	pay
attention	to	and	where	to	buy	or	download	good	themes.	Having	a	solid	WordPress
theme	available	for	your	WooCommerce	store	is	very	important.

Chapter	6,	Customizing	a	WooCommerce	Theme,	gives	you	a	brief	introduction	to
themes	to	get	you	started.	Creating	a	WordPress	and	WooCommerce	theme	is	worth	a
book	by	itself.	You'll	actually	make	code	changes	to	your	theme	and	find	some
practical	examples.

Chapter	7,	Running	Your	Online	Store,	starts	with	explaining	how	to	bring	a
development	store	live.	What	do	you	do	when	the	first	orders	flow	in?	How	do	you
use	WooCommerce	to	make	sure	that	orders	are	handled	correctly?	We'll	also	show
how	to	manually	create	an	order	and	speak	about	reporting.	Time	to	bring	your	store
online	and	start	selling!

Chapter	8,	More	Possibilities	Using	Plugins,	explains	which	plugins	to	use	and	where
to	look	for	other	possibilities.	WooCommerce	is	a	plugin	for	WordPress.	On	top	of
WooCommerce,	you	can	install	additional	plugins	to	expand	or	change	the
functionality.	But	there	are	so	many	options,	which	plugins	are	a	good	choice?.
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What	you	need	for	this	book
In	this	book,	we're	assuming	that	you're	familiar	with	using	WordPress.	You	do	not
need	development	skills,	but	just	a	basic	user-level	knowledge	of	WordPress	should	be
sufficient.	Your	WordPress	website	should	be	a	self-hosted	one.	Using	WordPress.com
is	not	an	option	as	it	does	not	offer	the	possibility	to	install	your	own	WordPress
plugins.

If	you're	not	yet	familiar	with	WordPress,	we	highly	recommend	that	you	read	one	of
the	WordPress	beginner's	books	or	tutorials	first.	WordPress	4.x	Complete	from	Packt
Publishing	is	a	good	start	(https://www.packtpub.com/web-development/wordpress-
40-complete).

If	you're	already	working	with	WordPress,	we're	also	assuming	that	you	know	how	to
work	with	an	FTP	tool,	like	the	free	FileZilla.

Besides	this,	it's	handy	to	have	image	manipulation	software	available,	such	as
Photoshop,	Photoshop	Elements,	Fireworks,	or	Gimp.

Finally,	you'll	need	a	code	editor	if	you	want	to	be	able	to	change	or	create	your	own
WooCommerce	themes,	a	topic	that	we'll	cover	in	Chapter	6,	Customizing	a
WooCommerce	Theme.	Well-known	editors	are	Notepad++	for	Windows	users	and
Coda	or	Sublime	Text	for	Mac	users.	There	are	plenty	of	alternatives	as	well;	just	use
the	tools	that	you	like.
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Who	this	book	is	for
This	book	has	been	written	for	everyone	who	wants	to	learn	how	to	expand	an	existing
WordPress	website	with	e-commerce	functions	using	the	WooCommerce	plugin.

WooCommerce	is	an	easy-to-use,	but	fully-functional,	e-commerce	plugin	that	will
turn	your	website	into	a	fully-featured	online	store.	The	book	is	suitable	for	marketers,
e-commerce	(project)	managers,	and	web	design	agencies	working	with	WordPress.
First	of	all,	this	book	is	meant	for	everyone	willing	to	run	their	own	online	store	on	a
relatively	small	budget.

Although	this	book	is	not	aimed	at	developers,	some	WooCommerce	code	examples
are	provided	in	this	book.
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Conventions
In	this	book,	you	will	find	a	number	of	styles	of	text	that	distinguish	between	different
kinds	of	information.	Here	are	some	examples	of	these	styles,	and	an	explanation	of
their	meaning.

Code	words	in	text,	database	table	names,	folder	names,	filenames,	file	extensions,
pathnames,	dummy	URLs,	user	input,	and	Twitter	handles	are	shown	as	follows:
"Next,	simply	enter	WooCommerce	in	the	Search	Plugins	field	and	hit	Enter."

A	block	of	code	is	set	as	follows:

add_action(	'get_header',	

'remove_storefront_sidebar'	);

function	remove_storefront_sidebar()	{

		if	(	is_product()	)	{

				remove_action(	'storefront_sidebar',	

'storefront_get_sidebar',	10	);

		}

}

New	terms	and	important	words	are	shown	in	bold.	Words	that	you	see	on	the
screen,	in	menus	or	dialog	boxes	for	example,	appear	in	the	text	like	this:	"Click	on
Plugins	in	the	menu	on	the	left-hand	side,	and	click	on	Add	New".

Note
Warnings	or	important	notes	appear	in	a	box	like	this.

Tip
Tips	and	tricks	appear	like	this.
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Reader	feedback
Feedback	from	our	readers	is	always	welcome.	Let	us	know	what	you	think	about	this
book—what	you	liked	or	may	have	disliked.	Reader	feedback	is	important	for	us	to
develop	titles	that	you	really	get	the	most	out	of.

To	send	us	general	feedback,	simply	send	an	e-mail	to	<feedback@packtpub.com>,
and	mention	the	book	title	via	the	subject	of	your	message.

If	there	is	a	topic	that	you	have	expertise	in	and	you	are	interested	in	either	writing	or
contributing	to	a	book,	see	our	author	guide	on	www.packtpub.com/authors.
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Customer	support
Now	that	you	are	the	proud	owner	of	a	Packt	book,	we	have	a	number	of	things	to	help
you	to	get	the	most	from	your	purchase.

Errata
Although	we	have	taken	every	care	to	ensure	the	accuracy	of	our	content,	mistakes	do
happen.	If	you	find	a	mistake	in	one	of	our	books—maybe	a	mistake	in	the	text	or	the
code—we	would	be	grateful	if	you	would	report	this	to	us.	By	doing	so,	you	can	save
other	readers	from	frustration	and	help	us	improve	subsequent	versions	of	this	book.	If
you	find	any	errata,	please	report	them	by	visiting	http://www.packtpub.com/submit-
errata,	selecting	your	book,	clicking	on	the	errata	submission	form	link,	and	entering
the	details	of	your	errata.	Once	your	errata	are	verified,	your	submission	will	be
accepted	and	the	errata	will	be	uploaded	on	our	website,	or	added	to	any	list	of
existing	errata,	under	the	Errata	section	of	that	title.	Any	existing	errata	can	be	viewed
by	selecting	your	title	from	http://www.packtpub.com/support.

Piracy
Piracy	of	copyright	material	on	the	Internet	is	an	ongoing	problem	across	all	media.	At
Packt,	we	take	the	protection	of	our	copyright	and	licenses	very	seriously.	If	you	come
across	any	illegal	copies	of	our	works,	in	any	form,	on	the	Internet,	please	provide	us
with	the	location	address	or	website	name	immediately	so	that	we	can	pursue	a
remedy.

Please	contact	us	at	<copyright@packtpub.com>	with	a	link	to	the	suspected
pirated	material.

We	appreciate	your	help	in	protecting	our	authors,	and	our	ability	to	bring	you
valuable	content.

Questions
You	can	contact	us	at	<questions@packtpub.com>	if	you	are	having	a	problem
with	any	aspect	of	the	book,	and	we	will	do	our	best	to	address	it.
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Chapter	1.	Setting	Up	WooCommerce
During	the	last	couple	of	years,	WordPress	has	outgrown	any	other	Content
Management	Solution	worldwide.	Numerous	websites	are	built	using	WordPress	on	a
daily	basis.	WordPress	is	even	popular	among	large	companies.	Currently	about	a
quarter	of	all	websites	worldwide	are	powered	by	WordPress.

WooCommerce	is	a	plugin	for	WordPress	that	turns	your	website	into	a	complete
online	store.	Practically	in	minutes,	but	that	doesn't	mean	that	the	solution	is	very
limited.	This	book	will	show	you	what	you	can	do	with	it.	WooCommerce	is	a
versatile	plugin	that	gives	the	possibility	for	everyone	with	a	little	WordPress
knowledge	to	start	their	own	online	store.

Originally,	WooCommerce	was	derived	from	the	Jigoshop	plugin.	The	WordPress
theme	developers	of	WooThemes	quickly	brought	the	solution	to	a	higher	level	and
soon	it	became	the	most	popular	plugin	for	e-commerce	within	WordPress.	In	2015,
Automattic	(the	company	behind	WordPress)	acquired	WooThemes	and
WooCommerce.	So	we	could	almost	say	that	WooCommerce	has	become	the	default
ecommerce	solution	for	WordPress	now.	At	time	of	print	WooCommerce	is	even
powering	30%	of	all	online	stores	worldwide.

In	case	you	are	not	familiar	with	WordPress	at	all,	this	book	is	not	the	first	one	you
should	read.	No	worries	though,	WordPress	isn't	that	hard	to	learn	and	there	are	a	lot
of	online	possibilities	resources	to	learn	about	WordPress	solution	very	quickly.	Or
just	turn	to	one	of	the	many	printed	books	on	WordPress	that	are	available.

The	following	are	the	topics	covered	in	this	chapter:

Setting	up	your	test	environment
Installing	and	activating	WooCommerce
Using	all	WooCommerce	settings
Setting	up	Tax
Adding	WooCommerce	pages	to	your	WordPress	menu

Setting	up	your	test	environment
Before	we	start,	remember	that	it's	only	possible	to	install	your	own	plugins	if	you're
working	in	your	own	WordPress	installation.	This	means	that	users	that	are	running	a
website	on	WordPress.com	will	not	be	able	to	follow	along.	It's	simply	impossible	in
that	environment	to	install	plugins	yourself.	WooCommerce	has	recently	become	a
part	of	WordPress	itself.	I	can	imagine	that	because	of	this	WooCommerce	might
become	available	for	WordPress.com	users	in	the	future.	But	so	far	there	are	no	signs
yet	of	an	integration	of	WooCommerce	into	WordPress.com.

20


