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SERIES FOREWORD

In response to high school and public library needs, Greenwood developed this distinguished series of full-length biographies specifically for
student use. Prepared by field experts and professionals, these engaging
biographies are tailored for high school students who need challenging yet accessible biographies. Ideal for secondary school assignments,
the length, format and subject areas are designed to meet educators’
requirements and students’ interests.
Greenwood offers an extensive selection of biographies spanning
all curriculum-related subject areas including social studies, the sciences, literature and the arts, history and politics, as well as popular culture, covering public figures and famous personalities from all
time periods and backgrounds, both historic and contemporary, who
have made an impact on American and/or world culture. Greenwood
biographies were chosen based on comprehensive feedback from librarians and educators. Consideration was given to both curriculum
relevance and inherent interest. The result is an intriguing mix of the
well known and the unexpected, the saints and sinners from long-ago
history and contemporary pop culture. Readers will find a wide array
of subject choices from fascinating crime figures like Al Capone to
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inspiring pioneers like Margaret Mead, from the greatest minds of our
time like Stephen Hawking to the most amazing success stories of our
day like J. K. Rowling.
While the emphasis is on fact, not glorification, the books are meant
to be fun to read. Each volume provides in-depth information about
the subject’s life from birth through childhood, the teen years, and
adulthood. A thorough account relates family background and education, traces personal and professional influences, and explores struggles,
accomplishments, and contributions. A timeline highlights the most
significant life events against a historical perspective. Bibliographies
supplement the reference value of each volume.

PREFACE

Denounced as a bandit and called the Attila of the South during the
Mexican Revolution early in the 20th century, Emiliano Zapata was
later made, by an act of the Mexican legislature, an official national hero
and came to be regarded as one of Mexico’s most notable 20th-century
figures. The anniversary of his death is a day of national mourning,
“an occasion for speeches celebrating Zapata’s revolutionary career and
presidential pronouncements on agrarian matters.”1 Such celebrations
seem counter to the spirit of Zapata’s life and of the post-revolutionary
political system, which, after all, never fully supported the ideals for
which Zapata fought. More recent moves to deemphasize his place in
Mexican history in state-approved textbooks seem to provide a more
genuine acknowledgment of who Zapata was, that is, a man who was
willing to risk marginalization for the sake of struggling for what he believed was right. “As a national symbol Zapata connotes social justice,”
the scholar Emily Hind explains. He sought the return of land taken by
wealthy landowners “to landless Mexicans,” and in this respect, “the
rhetoric of the official history was in tension with the [government’s]
neglect of rural issues.”2

x

PREFACE

More interested in what he was fighting for than he was in personal
gain, Zapata is among the most conscientious examples of a revolutionary that one is likely to encounter in history. In the face of a victory that could have brought wealth to him rather than collective
justice to the people of Morelos—his home state—he kept fighting
for the agrarian reforms he took up arms to achieve, proving a counter
example to conventional rebels, who are, as the writer David Foster
Wallace remarks, “Great at exposing and overthrowing corrupt hypocritical regimes but . . . noticeably less great at the mundane, nonnegative task of then establishing a superior governing alternative.
Victorious rebels, in fact, seem best at using their . . . rebel-skills to
avoid being rebelled against themselves—in other words, they just become better tyrants.”3
Zapata refused to profit from tyranny or to accept it, and that was
what impressed his followers the most. Rosa King, an English woman
who ran the Bella Vista, a resort hotel in Cuernavaca, recalled discussing Zapata with local women in the revolution’s later years. Combining
a mixture of truth and rumor, King captures the importance of Zapata
to those for whom he fought.
I told them, in my turn, what I had heard in Mexico City, that
there was no leader in Mexico so popular as Zapata, since all men
knew that he fought not for his own gain, but only “that there
might be the same laws for the poor man as for the rich.” . . . and
that when he was in the capital the people would have made him
president, but he would not let them, saying he was not the man
for the place. . . . Their shrewdness told them that no man could
walk wisely among matters he did not understand, and it was for
this that they despised the Federal generals sent out to them. It
was, I sensed, the essence of their trust in Zapata that he stayed
close to the soil of his tierra, whose needs were part of him; eschewing honors and wealth, . . . like a holy person dedicated to
the service of his people, perhaps.
Even some of those who could not see beyond his contemporaries’
characterization of him as an outlaw acknowledged his honorable
intentions. In her memoir of the period, Leone B. Moats, for exam-
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ple, condemns Zapata as a bandit and then, in the same paragraph,
notes, “Throughout his career Zapata stuck to one cause, one quarrel.
‘Land for the Indian!’ that was all. He would fight for any one [sic]
who promised that, then fight against them when, in power, they
reneged.”4
Moats’s characterization of Zapata, while not inaccurate, simplifies
the position in which he often found himself. Zapata did fight every
major leader—Francisco Ignacio Madero, General Victoriano Huerta,
and Venustiano Carranza—who took control of Mexico’s government
between 1910 and 1919, and while he played an instrumental role in
helping each of them take power, the help he provided was not always
that of an ally. The only revolutionary leader whom Zapata explicitly
fought to put into power was Madero, whom he took up arms against
once it became clear that land reform was low on the list of the new
government’s priorities.
Huerta’s ability to take the presidency may have been aided by Zapata’s rebellion against Madero, if only because the Zapatista opposition
added to the political instability that allowed Huerta to rise to power,
but the two generals were enemies from the start. Huerta had fought to
repress the element of the Maderista movement that Zapata controlled
after Madero succeeded in pushing Porfirio Díaz, the Mexican dictator
whom the revolution first set out to overthrow, from office. Thus, when
Huerta became Mexico’s president, Zapata’s fight continued without
pause. The name of the enemy leader had simply changed.
Zapata’s relationship to Carranza differed from his relationship to
both Madero and Huerta. Carranza and Zapata were allies by default
rather than choice. They fought independently, along with Pancho
Villa, whose alliance with Carranza was more formal, to bring down
Huerta, but their aspirations for the revolution differed. Carranza failed
to see the need for radical social reform, regarding the struggle as a
means to put more acceptable politicians in the positions held by those
belonging to the former regime. Zapata thus distrusted Carranza from
the start and opposed placing him in the presidential office after Huerta’s government collapsed. Once Carranza assumed the presidency,
Zapata continued his resistance, attempting to maintain the agrarian
reforms that the Zapatistas had instituted in Morelos between Huerta’s
fall from and Carranza’s rise to power.
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Carranza proved Zapata’s last enemy. A strong, coherent national
opposition failed to materialize after 1917, the year that Mexico’s new
constitution was approved, and the Zapatistas were beset by a number
of setbacks, including defections and illnesses. Zapata’s last struggle to
establish “a superior governing alternative,” one that would be true to
his ideals, was doomed to failure, and near the end, he came to understand that victory might only be possible through compromise. Determined to hold the strongest position possible at the negotiating table
when such compromises would be made, he worked at forging alliances
and attempted to rebuild his faltering movement. These efforts gave
Carranza’s forces an opportunity to gain the upper hand, trapping Zapata in an ambush that would put an end to his life but not the cry for
Land and Liberty among those who looked to him for hope.

NOTES
1. Dennis Gilbert, “Emiliano Zapata: Textbook Hero,” Mexican
Studies/Estudios Mexicanos 19, no. 1 (Winter 2003), 128.
2. Emily Hind, “Historical Arguments: Carlos Salinas and Mexican
Women Writers,” Discourse 23, no. 2 (Spring 2001), 96.
3. David Foster Wallace, “E Unibus Pluram,” in A Supposedly Fun
Thing I’ll Never Do Again (New York: Little Brown, 1997), 67.
4. Leone B. Moats, Thunder in Their Veins: A Memoir of Mexico
(New York: Century, 1932), 82.

TIMELINE: EVENTS IN THE
LIFE OF EMILIANO ZAPATA

c. 1879 c. August 8: Emiliano Zapata Salazar is born to Gabriel Zapata and Cleofas Salazar in Anenecuilco, Morelos, Mexico.
c. 1886 Sent to a local school in Villa de Ayala.
c. 1888 Anenecuilco’s last orchard is seized by a local hacienda.
1897 Arrested by local police. He dated the beginning of his
serious opposition to the haciendas in this year.
1906 April 15: Zapata takes part in a meeting with Morelos’s
governor to discuss the haciendas’ appropriation of communal land surrounding Anenecuilco.
1906 Pablo Torres Burgos and Otilio Montaño settle near
Anenecuilco and begin expanding Zapata’s political education. Zapata’s first son, Nicolás, is born to Inés Aguilar.
1908 Flees Morelos to escape facing local authorities.
1909 January 24: Joins the Melchor Ocampo Club, a Leyvista
club supporting the opposition candidate in the 1909 gubernatorial election in Morelos.
1909 February 7: Pablo Escandón is elected governor of Morelos.
1909 May: Francisco Ignacio Madero forms the Centro Antireeleccionista de Mexico (the Anti-Reelectionist Party) to
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1909
1910
1910

1910
1910

1911

1911

1911
1911
1911

1911

1911
1911

oppose Porfirio Díaz, Mexico’s dictator, in the 1910 presidential election.
September 12: Elected the president of Anenecuilco’s village council.
February 11: Begins his stint in the army in Cuernavaca.
March: Having been discharged from the army with the
help of Ignacio de la Torte y Mier, Díaz’s son-in-law and
Morelos’s federal deputy, Zapata begins working in Ignacio’s stables as chief groom in Mexico City.
April: Madero is nominated as the presidential candidate
for the Centro Anti-reeleccionista de Mexico.
Begins to distribute land among the peasants, at first in
Anenecuilco, but later in Villa de Ayala and Moyotepec as
well.
March 11: Joins the Maderista revolution, neutralizing,
along with Torres Burgos and others, Villa de Ayala’s police
force. The group proceeds to gather recruits and heads to
southern Puebla. By the end of the month, Torres Burgos
quits the revolution and is killed by federal troops. Zapata
is voted in as the revolutionary force’s new leader.
May 19: Zapata’s forces successfully take Cuautla. Two
days later, Díaz signs the Treaty of Ciudad Juarez, admitting defeat, and on May 25, he officially resigns and goes
into exile.
June 7: Meets Madero.
June 22: Tells reporter that he is retiring from revolutionary activities.
August 9: Marries Josefa Espejo in a religious ceremony; on
the same day, General Victoriano Huerta arrives in Morelos to force the disarmament of Zapata’s men.
September 1: Forces loyal to the provisional revolutionary
government attack Zapata for the first time, giving rise to
Zapata’s independent revolution. Zapatismo is born.
November 6: Madero’s presidential inauguration takes
place.
November 25: The Plan de Ayala is issued in Morelos: it
would not be published in a national newspaper until December 15.
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1912

1912

1913

1914

1914

1914
1914

1914

1914

1915

1915

1916
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January: Francisco Naranjo, Jr., becomes governor of Morelos. Shortly thereafter Brigadier General Juvencio Robles
arrives in the state and institutes a policy of resettlement.
November 1: The Zapatistas decide to finance their revolution through taxing haciendas, the fields of which would
be burned if the landowners refused to pay.
February 9: A 10-day coup, which came to be known as the
Decena Tragica (the Tragic Ten) begins, and on February
19, Huerta is sworn into office as the new president.
March 15: Zapata begins the siege of Chilpancingo, Guerrera’s state capital. After a week of fighting, the town falls,
and later in the year, allies of Zapata establish their control
of the state. The Zapatistas establish control over Morelos
during the same period.
July 15: Huerta resigns his presidency and goes into exile.
Thereafter, Zapatistas consolidate their control over Morelos and maintain it for more than a year.
August 20: Venustiano Carranza assumes the position of
First Chief of Mexico.
October 27: Zapatista delegates arrive in Aguascalientes to
join the convention that would lead to the formation of
the Conventionist government.
November 26: Zapata enters Mexico City, two days after
his forces begin their occupation of the city. He quickly
leaves, arriving back in Cuernavaca three days later.
December 4: Meets Pancho Villa at Xochimilco, where
their alliance is solidified. Two days later Zapata and Villa
parade their troops through Mexico City.
January 28: The Conventionist government relocates to
Cuernavaca. The Convention would return to Mexico
City on March 15.
October: The United States gives de facto recognition to
Carranza’s government, forbidding arms to be sold to other
revolutionary factions within Mexico. The Zapatista element of the Convention, nonetheless, establishes a shadow
government in Cuernavaca.
March 13: Francisco Pacheco effectively defects to the
Carrancistas, allowing Carranza’s forces to enter Morelos
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1917

1917

1917

1917
1917

1918

1918

1919

and establish control over the state, and Zapata becomes
little more than a fugitive, relying on guerrilla tactics to
keep Zapatismo alive.
January/February: The Carrancistas are completely driven
from Morelos, leaving Zapata in control of the state once
again. The victory would be Zapata’s last. Zapatismo would
experience little but decline over the next two years.
February 5: A new constitution is accepted by Carranza’s
Constitutional Convention, which had convened in December 1916.
May 1: Venustiano Carranza officially becomes the constitutional president, and the Constitution that had been
ratified on February 5 comes into effect.
May 18: Montaño is executed for conspiring against Zapata.
June 19: Eufemio Zapata, a day after beating an elderly
man to death in a drunken rage, is murdered by the man’s
son, Sidronio “Loco” Camacho.
At the beginning of the year, Zapata offers Carranza a
truce, promising not to continue his opposition to the government if the government leaves Morelos alone.
February: William E. Gates, an American claiming to be
a U.S. envoy, visits Zapata in Morelos and tells him that
if the various revolutionary factions do not unite to defeat
Carranza and make peace, the United States will intervene
and impose order on Mexico. After Gates departs, Zapata
increases his efforts, which had begun the previous year, to
find allies among various revolutionary leaders and forge a
unified opposition to Carranza.
April 10: Zapata is gunned down in an ambush.

Chapter 1

A CHILD OF
ANENECUILCO, MORELOS

The second son and ninth child of Gabriel Zapata and Cleofas Salazar,
Emiliano Zapata Salazar was born on August 8, 1879,1 in Anenecuilco,
a village in the modern state of Morelos that had existed in some form
since before 1521, when the Spanish arrived in the region.2 A cherryred birthmark in the shape of a hand on his chest is supposed to have
immediately revealed his difference from other children,3 but the significance that is said to have been attributed to the birthmark when
Zapata was born is likely a part of his posthumous legend, which also
states that he was born during a meteor shower, a sign, according to the
village elders, the story goes, that he would be prosperous in life. Another story claims that during his baptism, the baby Zapata swallowed
the salt given to him by the priest without crying, something that signified, the priest reportedly said, that he would be an ill-tempered adult.4
The fact that such legends have been passed down makes determining
the difference between the mythical and true stories about Zapata’s
early life difficult. That his birth was overseen by a curandera, an Indian
folk healer, and attended by his father as well as his siblings is, however, credible, because that was the custom of the region of his birth,
though such details also help to establish the part of the Zapata myth
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that characterizes his life as a struggle against the advance of modernity, which Zapata had resisted, at least in part, even before he found
himself becoming a revolutionary leader.
Zapata’s family, although by no means wealthy, was not among the
poorest in Anenecuilco. The family lived in an adobe-and-stone home,
which measured about 65 square feet, rather than in the simple cane
huts that many others in the village would have called home. The Zapatas may also have owned a small plot of land—although their land
could very well have been part of the communal property that villagers
farmed, the various plots of which were traditionally used by the same
families for generations—and they may have rented more land when
it was needed from a local hacienda, a Mexican plantation, where Gabriel possibly found employment as some sort of supervisor from time
to time. Gabriel, in any case, kept cattle and horses on the land he
used, as well as tilled portions of it, and his livelihood, trading his animals and selling such produce as cheese and butter at local markets,
allowed the Zapatas to put food—a diet of corn, beans, squash, tortillas,
and sometimes turkey, as well as pozole stew and chili—on the table
every day. This was something many of their neighbors—most of them
campesinos (peasants), or peones (indentured farm laborers who lived
on the haciendas)—struggled to do. Another sign of the Zapatas’ relative wealth was that when the family had too much work to handle itself, Gabriel hired some locals to help him complete it. Still, out of the
10 children in the family, only 4—Zapata; his older brother, Eufemio;
and 2 of his sisters, Jesucita and Luz5—lived into adulthood, something
that attests to the hardship endured by even the comparatively well-off
residents of Anenecuilco.
The Zapatas, then, were not, as early biographers claimed and the
occasional journalist still asserts,6 campesinos, though they had peasant
roots. They were medieros,7 sharecroppers, or, if they did in fact own
land, rancheros.8 As an adult, Zapata would style himself a charro,9 a
Mexican cowboy, partly because of his upbringing and partly because
of his pride. But the difference in status between the Zapatas and others in the village, while not unimportant, was less significant than
the difference between the hacendados, the owners of the haciendas,
and everyone else. The Zapatas, therefore, would become allies of the
campesinos when conflicts between villagers and hacendados began to
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seriously alter the region’s social fabric, although Gabriel tended to remain neutral during the early years of Zapata’s life, ostensibly accepting
the authority wielded by the hacendados, with whom he would have
had to remain on good terms if he did in fact rent their land and occasionally work for them.
The threat from the haciendas to the way of life in Morelos, as well
as elsewhere in Mexico, became increasingly apparent throughout
the 1880s, and it would become obvious to the young Zapata during
these years that his, as well as his family’s, true sympathy was with the
campesinos, despite his father’s disinclination to become involved in
any opposition. Witnessing the eviction of villagers from the town’s
last orchard, which was seized by a hacienda when he was about nine,
Zapata, according to village lore, said to his teary-eyed father, “When
I am a man, mi padre, I will put an end to this”10 and promised that he
would win back the land. Although Zapata’s part in this story is likely
apocryphal, an element of the legend of the revolutionary leader, it
does demonstrate the allegiances that those holding the Zapatas’ social
position would have been expected to have. The story also bears witness to problems that haciendas were creating for the rural populace,
and not just in Morelos. A more stark indication of the untenable position campesinos were being asked to accept is illustrated by another,
apparently less mythical, story about Zapata’s youth. In a neighboring
village, residents resisted a hacienda’s attempt to appropriate communal land, and the hacendados called in the rurales, local troops, and
had them burn the village to the ground. Zapata, along with his brother
and father, watched the flames from Anenecuilco. That incident had
a lasting effect on Zapata, making him become visibly enraged whenever someone reminded him of it throughout the rest of his youth.11
Closer to home, the two largest haciendas, Cuahuixtla and Hospital,
were exerting their freedom to appropriate communally held land in
the Mexico of Porfirio Díaz. Cuahuixtla, for example, destroyed homes
during a land grab in 1887, while Hospital, in 1895, fenced off pastures
and killed the animals grazing on it.
The conflict between the haciendas and the campesinos dated back
to the 16th century. In 1529, Hernán Cortés (1485–1547) received
from the Spanish king, Charles V, a grant of a territory, the Marquisate of the Valley of Oaxaca, which included the region that became

